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More evidence the "war on terror," now shifted over to a New Cold War against Russia and China,
is nothing if not a money-maker for the merchants of death and the usury banksters.

According to a study produced by Brown University, since the attacks of 9/11 the US has spent $5.9
trillion on wars designed to last indefinitely, or at least until the empire implodes.

The Pentagon has lied to us for years, grossly underestimating the cost of its military operations
against enemies largely manufactured by intelligence agencies.

"That sort of vast expenditure is only the costs and obligations of the wars so far, and with
little sign of them ending, they are only going to grow. In particular, a generation of wars is
going to further add to the medical costs for veterans' being consistently deployed abroad,"
writes Jason Ditz.

The report summarizes what many of us have known for quite some time ﾭ the wars are designed to
last forever and represent an open-ended feeding trough for the "defense" industry. The authors note

there is no strategy for ending the wars. The fact that the US keeps spending huge sums for
wars that, at least in Afghanistan, are in a stalemate, and in Iraq and Syria, are unresolved, is a
long-term budgetary problem which will affect future generations. The government's pattern
of reporting only DOD war spending obscures the magnitude of spending since 9/11. The
comprehensive analysis of post-9/11 federal war and war related spending conducted by the
Costs of War Project is only one part of a greater assessment of the impact of these wars. The
US economy will, in the long run, find it difficult to sustain this level of military and war-
related spending and the deficits it produces.

Endless war and a financial scam worthy of a RICO investigation and perpetuated on the American
people by the Federal Reserve and its cartel banks will not stop until the system collapses, an event
that is far closer than many believe, that is to say the relatively small number of people aware of and
warning about this eventuality.

https://www.globalresearch.ca/heres-youll-pay-neocon-wars-5900000000000/5660051


Trump has kept the Pentagon charade alive, acting as an international death merchant salesman of
the month. His MAGA crowd apparently believes spending billions on redundant and often broken
military hardware will make America something again, certainly not great.

This article was originally published on the author's blog site: Another Day in the Empire.

Kurt Nimmo is a frequent contributor to Global Research.
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The United States has appropriated and is obligated to spend an estimated $5.9 trillion (in current
dollars) on the war on terror through Fiscal Year 2019, including direct war and war-related
spending and obligations for future spending on post-9/11 war veterans (see Table 1).

This number differs substantially from the Pentagon's estimates of the costs of the post-9/11 wars
because it includes not only war appropriations made to the Department of Defense - spending in
the war zones of Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and in other places the government designates
as sites of "overseas contingency operations," - but also includes spending across the federal
government that is a consequence of these wars. Specifically, this is war-related spending by the
Department of State, past and obligated spending for war veterans' care, interest on the debt



incurred to pay for the wars, and the prevention of and response to terrorism by the Department of
Homeland Security.

If the US continues on its current path, war spending will continue to grow. The Pentagon currently
projects $80 billion in Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO) spending through FY2023. Even if
the wars are ended by 2023, the US would still be on track to spend an additional $808 billion (see
Table 2) to total at least $6.7 trillion, not including future interest costs. Moreover, the costs of war
will likely be greater than this because, unless the US immediately ends its deployments, the
number of veterans associated with the post-9/11 wars will also grow. Veterans benefits and
disability spending, and the cost of interest on borrowing to pay for the wars, will comprise an
increasingly large share of the costs of the US post-9/11 wars.

Table 1, below, summarizes the direct war costs - the OCO budget - and war-related costs through
FY2019. These include war-related increases in overall military spending, care for veterans,
Homeland Security spending, and interest payments on borrowing for the wars. Including the other
areas of war-related spending, the estimate for total US war-related spending allocated through
FY2019 is $4.9 trillion.[3] But because the US is contractually and morally obligated to pay for the
care of the post-9/11 veterans through their lifetimes, it is prudent to include the costs of care for
existing post-9/11 veterans through the next several decades. This means that the US has spent or is
obligated to spend $5.9 trillion in current dollars through FY2019.[4] Table 1 represents this
bottom-line breakdown for spent and obligated costs.

Table 1. Summary of War Related Spending, in Billions of Current Dollars, Rounded to the
Nearest Billion, FY2001- FY2019[5]

Figure 1. US Costs of War: $5.9 Billions of Current Dollars Spent and Obligated, through
FY2019[10]



Further, the US military has no plans to end the post-9/11 wars in this fiscal year or the next. Rather,
as the inclusion of future years spending estimates in the Pentagon's budget indicates, the DOD
anticipates military operations in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq and Syria necessitating funding
through at least FY2023. Thus, including anticipated OCO and other war-related spending, and the
fact that the post-9/11 veterans will require care for the next several decades, I estimate that through
FY2023, the US will spend and take on obligations to spend more than $6.7 trillion.

To read the full PDF report by Professor Neta C. Crawford, click here.


